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satyagrahi. A satyagrahi, for instance, must first mobilize
public opinion against the evil which he is out to eradicate,
by means of a wide and intensive agitation. When public
opinion is sufficiently roused against a social abuse, even
the tallest will not dare to practise or openly to lend support
to it. An awakened and intelligent public opinion is the
most potent weapon of a satyagrahi. When a person
supports a social evil in total disregard of a unanimous
public opinion, it indicates a clear justification for his
social ostracism. But the object of social ostracism should
never be to do injury to the person against whom it is
directed. Social ostracism means complete non-co-operation
on the part of society with the offending individual, nothing
more, nothing less, the idea being that a person who deli-
berately sets himself to flout society has no right to be
served by society. For all practical purposes this should be
enough. Of course, special action may be indicated in
special cases, and the practice may have to be varied to suit
the peculiar features of each individual case.
But what about the sensual old man who even in his
decrepitude cannot help his sensuality? Sensuality is
blind; it cannot discriminate, it seeks satisfaction anyhow
and at any cost. How should society deal with such a man ?
The reply is, by refusing to provide him with hapless
victims. The rule about not giving in marriage any girl
below twenty and against her will should be rigorously
enforced. The question as to what the old man should do, if
no girl should be willing to marry him of her own accord,
naturally arises. Society has no answer to such a question;
it is not bound to furnish any. It is concerned only with
saving hapless girls from falling victims to blind lust. It is
no part of its duty to provide means for the satisfaction of
the latter. In practice, however, it will be seen that when
purity pervades the social atmosphere it will serve largely
to quell the lust of the lustful.
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